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A look into Light
Transitional Housing
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Public Housing and

o fill the short-term gap of public housing supply at the soonest
Tand to improve the living conditions of people living in inadequate
housing, the Chief Executive’s 2022 Policy Address has put forward that
the Government will make use of government and private land, the
long-term development plan of which will not be implemented in the
near future, and adopt standardised simple design and the Modular
Integrated Construction (MiC) approach to build about 30,000 Light
Public Housing (LPH) units expeditiously. Meanwhile, the Government
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has been promoting the development of transitional housing in the past
few years. By making better use of short-term vacant land and premises,
we aim to provide short-term accommodation for those in need. In this
issue of Horizons, we will introduce these two housing initiatives to our
readers.

Light Public Housing (“LPH")

LPH will be built under a Government-led approach. The target is to
construct about 30,000 units in the coming five years (i.e. from 2023-24
t0 2027-28). LPH will mainly cater for applicants who have been on the
waiting list for traditional Public Rental Housing (PRH) for three years or
more, with priority given to family applicants. Taking into account both
LPH and traditional PRH, the overall public housing production will be
increased to around 158,000 units in the coming five years (i.e. from
2023-24 to 2027-28). This represents a substantial increase of about
50% as compared to the previous five-year period (i.e. from 2022-23
to 2026-27).

The LPH projects involve a total of eight sites. The first batch of four
LPH projects are located at Yuen Long Yau Pok Road; Tuen Mun Area
3A; Ngau Tau Kok Choi Hing Road; and Kai Tak Olympic Avenue. The
second batch LPH projects are located at Sheung Shui Lin Tong Mei;
Tuen Mun Area 54; Chai Wan Sheung On Street/Sheung Ping Street; and
Siu Lam Lok On Pai. Subject to the approval of the Legislative Council
(LegCo) Finance Committee (FC) on the first batch of LPH projects, it is
estimated that about 2,100 LPH units at Yuen Long Yau Pok Road can
be completed in 2024-25 at the earliest. The remaining 14,900 units
will be completed in phases in 2025-26 and 2026-27 respectively. We
will also commence the pre-construction activities for the second batch
of LPH projects (involving about 13,000 units) as soon as possible.

LPH units will come in different sizes, ranging from small units for one
to two persons to large units for four to five persons. Each LPH unit
will be provided with a self-contained toilet, a shower area and open
cooking space, and equipped with basic facilities such as an electric
water heater and an exhaust fan in the toilet. Furthermore, open space
will be reserved in the estates for leisure and event-organising purposes,
and to facilitate mutual assistance among the residents.

By building 30,000 LPH units expeditiously, the Government anticipates
that we will be able to steadily help at least 80,000 people in the coming
five years to improve their living conditions promptly. These LPH units
will serve as decent accommodation for the applicants to relieve pressure
arising from their daily life, and to regain their dignity and self-esteem
before they are allocated a traditional PRH unit.
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Transitional Housing (“TH")

On 6 March 2020, the LegCo FC approved the allocation of HK$5 billion
to set up the Funding Scheme to Support Transitional Housing Projects
by Non-government Organisations (the Funding Scheme) to assist Non-
government Organisations (NGOs) in taking forward TH projects, for
providing a total of about 10,000 TH units. Subsequently, with the
approval by LegCo twice, the amount of funding commitment under
the Funding Scheme has been increased to HK$11.6 billion to further
increase the overall supply target to 20,000 units.

Under the Funding Scheme, the Government has facilitated a number
of TH projects proposed and operated by NGOs, including provision
of housing units in privately owned vacant residential buildings and
vacant government premises, and other initiatives by different NGOs
including proposals of using MiC approach to construct TH on vacant
government or private land, or converting vacant non-residential
buildings (such as vacant school premises or industrial buildings) to TH.
The Government has identified land for providing over 20,000 TH units.
As at mid-February 2023, about 7,000 units have been put into service.
It is anticipated that about 14,000 additional units will be completed
and put into operation in the next two years.

TH and the upcoming LPH will provide an imperative “lifeboat” to those
families living in “subdivided units” with poor conditions, which would
greatly alleviate their rent pressure. These families can make use of the
rent saved in a more meaningful way, from providing better education
resources for their next generation to personal development, etc. The
Government will continue to fully support and promote these two
indispensable housing initiatives.

For more details about LPH and TH, please visit the website of the
Housing Bureau at www.hb.gov.hk.
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